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To:   Alaska Public Offices Commission 
From:   Alaskans for Better Elections, Inc., Complainant 
 
Re:  Complainant’s First Supplement in Support of APOC Complaint 23-01-CD Against 

Alaskans for Honest Elections, Alaskans for Honest Government, the Ranked 
Choice Education Association, Wellspring Ministries, Phillip Izon, and Art 
Mathias. 

 
Respondents: 
 
Alaskans for Honest Elections 
2521 East Mtn Village Dr., #904 
Wasilla, AK 99654 
Telephone: 1-907-802-8116  
Phillip Izon, Director 
admin@alaskansforhonestelections.com 
 
Alaskans for Honest Government 
4201 Dimond Way, Unit B 
Wasilla, AK 99654 
Diamond Metzner, Treasurer 
Telephone: 1-907-802-8116 
info@alaskansforhonestgovernment.org 
 
Wellspring Ministries 
2511 Sentry Drive, Suite 200 
Anchorage, AK 99507 
Telephone:  1-907-563-9033 
Art Mathias, President 
akwellspr@aol.com 
 

Ranked Choice Education Association 
2511 Sentry Drive, Suite 200 
Anchorage, AK 99507 
Art Mathias, President 
info@rankedchoiceeducationassociation.org 
 
 
Art Mathias 
2511 Sentry Drive, Suite 200 
Anchorage, AK 99507 
Business Telephone: 907-563-3188 
Fax:  907-563-7416 
 
 
Phillip Izon 
4201 Dimond Way, Unit B 
Wasilla, AK 99654 
Telephone: 1-206-825-9527 
nevesiltstudio@gmail.com 
 

I. Introduction 

Complainant hereby supplements its original complaint (23-01-CD) with additional 

materials and information that were not in its possession and/or it was unaware of when it 

was filed on July 5, 2023. 
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II. Supplemental Information Regarding Allegations Against Alaskans for Honest 
Government. 

In an Anchorage Daily News article published after the filing of this complaint, 

Respondent Phillip Izon conceded that Alaskans for Honest Government’s (“AHG”) 

website should not have included a link to Alaskans for Honest Election’s (“AHE”) 

signature gathering efforts for its petition.1  Although AHG’s website remained 

substantially the same as of 1:00pm on July 5,2 its website had substantially changed by 

July 6 to no longer include references to AHE’s petition.3  Therefore, there should be no 

dispute that AHG was improperly promoting AHE’s signature gathering efforts until at 

least July 5, 2023. 

III. Supplemental Information Regarding Allegations Against Alaskans for Honest 
Elections. 

Since the filing of this complaint, Alaskans for Honest Elections (“AHE”) has been 

posting a substantial number of tweets on Twitter.  Many of AHE’s tweets (@907Honest), 

 
1  See Exhibit DD, Iris Samuels, “Complaint alleges opponents of Alaska’s ranked 
choice voting formed church to skirt disclosure laws,” Anchorage Daily News, at 6-7 
(July 6, 2023) (“[Mr.] Izon said that the link ‘shouldn’t be there’ and that he would ‘make 
sure it’s deleted.’”).  Curiously, Respondent Art Mathias denied that this was a violation.  
See id. at 6 (“‘Is it illegal to have a link?  APOC says we’re fine,’ said [Mr.] Mathias.”). 
2  See Exhibit EE, AHG website screenshot (July 5, 2023).  Some exhibits, including 
Exhibit EE, are supported by the Affidavit of Samuel G. Gottstein, dated July 12, 2023.  
As with the original complaint, this Affidavit has become necessary because Respondents 
have changed the content of their webpages. 
3  See Exhibit FF, AHG website screenshots (July 6, 2023). 
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which appear to be authored and controlled by Mr. Izon,4 are relevant to many of the 

allegations in the complaint: 

• AHE’s Twitter account shows that it was formed in November 2022,5 which 

confirms that AHE went many months as an unregistered group;6 

• AHE has conceded that all of the Ranked Choice Education Association’s (“the 

RCEA”) contributions to AHE were made in the name of another;7 

• AHE has posted numerous times on Twitter claiming that any APOC violations 

can attributed to receiving allegedly improper information from APOC staff;8 

 
4  Interestingly, AHE appears to be using some of its posts on Twitter to promote 
Mr. Izon’s business, Swarm Intel.  See Exhibit GG, AHE Retweet of Swarm Intel post 
(July 10, 2023); APOC Complaint 23-01-CD at 10 (July 5, 2023); see also Exhibit P 
(Swarm Intel, LLC’s business license). 
5  See Exhibit HH, AHE Pinned Tweet and main page on Twitter (July 5, 2023). 
6  See APOC Complaint 23-01-CD at 7-8 (alleging that AHE began making 
expenditures in November 2022, which violates AS 15.13.050). 
7  See Exhibit II, various AHE Twitter posts (May 12, 2023) (claiming that “[a]ll [of 
our money used for AKHE are from Alaskans,” and that “100% of the donation from [the] 
RCEA was from 1 person, who is an Alaskan”); see also APOC Complaint 23-01-CD at 7 
(explaining how the RCEA’s reported contributions to AHE violates AS 15.13.040(b), 
AS 15.13.040(q), AS 15.13.074(b), and AS 15.13.110(k)). 
8  See Exhibit JJ, AHE Twitter Post (July 5, 2023) (“We were given the wrong 
information by APOC in November 2022[.]”); Exhibit KK, AHE Twitter Post (July 11, 
2023) (“[M]any of the complaints are baseless since it was done at the direction of the 
department that the complaint is going to[:] APOC.”); see also Exhibit LL, Wesley Early, 
“Complaint alleges foes of Alaska’s ranked choice voting formed a church to funnel 
political donations,” Alaska Public Media, at 3 (July 6, 2023) (“[Mr.] Izon said he was told 
by APOC that [AHE] wasn’t required to disclose anything as a referendum.”). 
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• AHE has claimed that, despite its primary contributor (the RCEA) being formed 

in Washington,9 99% of its contributions are from Alaskans;10 and 

• AHE has taken credit for developing a 20-part video series and writing a 200-

page book,11 both of which are activities that have purportedly been done 

through the RCEA.12 

IV. Supplemental Information Regarding Allegations Against the Ranked Choice 
Education Association. 

The Ranked Choice Education Association (“the RCEA”), like AHE, has also been 

frequently posting on Twitter.13  The RCEA’s tweets (@RankedchoiceEdu) also appear to 

be authored by Mr. Izon.14  And many of the RCEA’s posts on Twitter are highly relevant 

to this complaint: 

 
9  See Exhibit B, RCEA Articles of Incorporation (Dec. 16, 2022). 
10  See Exhibit MM, AHE Twitter Post (July 6, 2023) (“[O]ur effort is 99% Alaskan 
funded.”); see also Exhibit II. 
11  See Exhibit NN, AHE Twitter Post (July 11, 2023) (“I . . . wrote [a] 200 page book 
and made a 20 part video series.”). 
12  See Exhibit OO, RCEA Twitter Post (July 3, 2023) (providing a link to the RCEA’s 
20-part video series); Exhibit PP, RCEA Pinned Tweet and main page on Twitter (July 5, 
2023) (“Our Book ‘Rank [sic] Choice Voting – Illusion of Choice’ will be available in 
August 2023[.]”); see also Exhibit QQ, RCEA Screenshots from YouTube (July 5, 2023). 
13  It is also worth noting that the RCEA first appears to have purchased its domain on 
December 12, 2022, but then purchased a new domain on May 28, 2023.  See Exhibit RR, 
Whois rankedchoiceeducationassociation.org (showing that the RCEA’s first domain was 
registered on December 12, 2022); Exhibit SS, Whois rankedchoiceedu.org (showing that 
the RCEA’s second domain was registered on May 28, 2023).  The RCEA’s old web 
address redirects to its new address. 
14  See Exhibit TT, RCEA Twitter Post (July 8, 2023) (“My name is Phil Izon.  I’m 
also the one who wrote the bill to repeal #rcv from Alaska.”). 
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• The RCEA has posted about getting the repeal “on the ballot”;15 

• The RCEA has stated that they are “the group behind the [r]epeal”;16 

• The RCEA has frequently re-tweeted AHE’s content;17 

• The RCEA has promoted the active repeal of Ballot Measure 2 in Alaska;18 

• The RCEA’s content has been decidedly against ranked-choice voting;19 

• The RCEA has conceded that it started in a church,20 substantiating the 

allegation of unreported in-kind support from Wellspring Ministries;21 

• The RCEA has claimed ownership of the signature-gathering efforts in Alaska;22 

• The RCEA, like AHE, has claimed that 99% of its funding has come from 

Alaska;23 

 
15  See Exhibit UU, RCEA Twitter Post (July 3, 2023) (expressing the RCEA’s “hope 
to get [the repeal of Ballot Measure 2] on the ballot”). 
16  See Exhibit VV, RCEA Twitter Post (July 5, 2023) (“We are . . . the group behind 
the Repeal of #RankedChoiceVoting in Alaska[.]”). 
17  See Exhibit WW, RCEA Retweets of AHE posts. 
18  See Exhibit XX, RCEA Twitter Post (July 5, 2023) (“We have [an] active repeal in 
Alaska[.]”). 
19  See, e.g., Exhibit YY, RCEA Twitter Post (July 8, 2023) (“We are against #rcv.”). 
20  See Exhibit ZZ, RCEA Twitter Post (July 5, 2023) (“Our office was in a church.”). 
21  See APOC Complaint 23-01-CD at 20-22. 
22  See Exhibit AAA, RCEA Twitter Post (July 6, 2023) (“We already have the 
signatures completed[.]”). 
23  See Exhibit BBB, RCEA Twitter Post (July 6, 2023) (“The money used for [AHE] 
came from 99% Alaskans.”). 
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• The RCEA has promoted its 20-part video series on YouTube and a soon-to-be-

published 200 page book;24 

• The RCEA has denied that its existence as a church presents any legal 

problems;25 

• The RCEA has claimed to not be accountable to a board or any other 

organizational structure or entity;26  

• Much of the RCEA’s content is overtly partisan — decidedly for or against 

specific candidates;27 and 

• The RCEA has boasted about the low cost of having run the signature drive to 

repeal Ballot Measure 2 in Alaska.28 

This information, along with the information contained within the complaint, raise 

serious questions as to the RCEA’s corporate structure and operations, and shows that the 

RCEA and AHE appear to be operating as one and the same.  However, the biggest issue 

is that the RCEA blatantly claims ownership and control of the petition signature drive in 

support of 22AKHE.  Accordingly, as alleged in the complaint, there is no question that 

 
24  See Exhibit OO, RCEA Twitter Post (July 3, 2023); Exhibit PP, RCEA Pinned 
Tweet and main page on Twitter (July 5, 2023). 
25  See Exhibit CCC, RCEA Twitter Post (July 6, 2023); Exhibit DDD, RCEA Twitter 
Post (July 8, 2023) (“We don’t have any potential legal issues.”). 
26  See Exhibit EEE, RCEA Twitter Posts (July 9, 2023) (“It is my organization and it 
is my book.  So, I can speak how I’d like to.”); id. (“No one has strings on me.  No party, 
no boss, no board.”). 
27  See Exhibit FFF, RCEA Twitter Posts. 
28  See Exhibit GGG, RCEA Twitter Post (July 7, 2023). 
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AFFIDAVIT OF SAMUEL G. GOTTSTEIN 
 
STATE OF ALASKA  ) 
     ) ss 
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT ) 
 
 I, Samuel G. Gottstein, being first duly sworn and deposed, hereby state as 

follows: 

1. I am an attorney representing Complainant Alaskans for Better Elections, 

Inc. in APOC Complaint 23-01-CD against Respondents Alaskans for Honest 

Elections (“AHE”), Alaskans for Honest Government (“AHG”), the Ranked Choice 

Education Association (“RCEA”), Wellspring Ministries (“Wellspring”), Phillip 

Izon, and Art Mathias. 

2. After the Complaint was served on Respondents on July 5, 2023, I began to 

save additional screenshots from some of the Respondents’ websites and Twitter 

accounts.  Some of these screenshots have been included in Complainant’s First 

Supplement in Support of APOC Complaint 23-01-CD. 

3. Attached as Exhibit EE to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true 

and correct copy of a screenshot that I took of AHG’s main webpage at 

approximately 1:22 p.m. on July 5, 2023.  That screenshot shows that AHG included 

tabs and links about the “Alaskans for Honest Elections Ballot Initiative,” as well 

as an option to “Sign The Initiative,” as of that date and time. 

4. Attached as Exhibit FF to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true 

and correct copy of screenshots that I took of AHG’s website on July 6, 2023.  The 
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first seven pages of Exhibit FF are from AHG’s main webpage as it existed on that 

date.  The eighth page of Exhibit FF show the dropdown menu on AHG’s main 

page.  Pages nine and ten of Exhibit FF show the contents of the “U.S. Senate” and 

“U.S. House” tabs from that dropdown menu respectively. 

5. Attached as Exhibit GG to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true 

and correct copy of a screenshot of a post that AHE made from its Twitter account 

(@907Honest).  This screenshot, which was saved on the morning of July 11, 2023, 

shows that AHE retweeted a post made by @swarm_intel on July 10, 2023. 

6. Attached as Exhibit HH to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true 

and correct copy of a screenshot of AHE’s main page on Twitter as it existed on 

July 5, 2023.  This screenshot includes a “Pinned Tweet” of AHE dated April 29, 

2023, and also shows that the account “Joined” Twitter in “November 2022.” 

7. Attached as Exhibit II to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true and 

correct copy of screenshots of posts that AHE made on Twitter on May 12, 2023.  

These screenshots show that AHE’s reported contributions from the RCEA were 

made to obscure the actual source of the contributions. 

8. Attached as Exhibit JJ to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true and 

correct copy of a screenshot of a post AHE made on Twitter on July 5, 2023. 

9. Attached as Exhibit KK to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true 

and correct copy of a screenshot of a post AHE made on Twitter on July 11, 2023. 
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10. Attached as Exhibit MM to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true 

and correct copy of a screenshot of a post AHE made on Twitter on July 6, 2023. 

11. Attached as Exhibit NN to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true 

and correct copy of a screenshot of a post AHE made on Twitter on July 11, 2023. 

12. Attached as Exhibit OO to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true 

and correct copy of a screenshot of a post the RCEA made on Twitter on July 3, 

2023. 

13. Attached as Exhibit PP to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true 

and correct copy of a screenshot of the RCEA’s main page on Twitter as it existed 

on July 5, 2023.  This screenshot includes a “Pinned Tweet” of RCEA dated 

June 13, 2023, and also shows that the account (@RankedchoiceEdu) “Joined” 

Twitter in “April 2023.” 

14. Attached as Exhibit QQ to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true 

and correct copy of screenshots that I took on July 5, 2023.  These screenshots are 

from the RCEA’s twenty-video playlist on YouTube as it existed on that date. 

15. Attached as Exhibit TT to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true 

and correct copy of a screenshot of a post that the RCEA made from its Twitter 

account.  This screenshot, which was saved on the morning of July 9, 2023, shows 

that the RCEA posted this tweet on July 8, 2023. 
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16. Attached as Exhibit UU to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true 

and correct copy of a screenshot of a post the RCEA made on Twitter on July 3, 

2023. 

17. Attached as Exhibit VV to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true 

and correct copy of a screenshot of a post the RCEA made on Twitter on July 5, 

2023. 

18. Attached as Exhibit WW to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true 

and correct copy of screenshots of five instances where the RCEA has retweeted 

content from AHE.  I saved these screenshots after the complaint was filed on July 5, 

2023. 

19. Attached as Exhibit XX to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true 

and correct copy of a screenshot of a post the RCEA made on Twitter on July 5, 

2023. 

20. Attached as Exhibit YY to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true 

and correct copy of a screenshot of a post the RCEA made on Twitter on July 8, 

2023. 

21. Attached as Exhibit ZZ to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true 

and correct copy of a screenshot of a post the RCEA made on Twitter on July 5, 

2023.  I saved this screenshot on July 6, 2023. 
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22. Attached as Exhibit AAA to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true 

and correct copy of a screenshot of a post the RCEA made on Twitter on July 6, 

2023. 

23. Attached as Exhibit BBB to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true 

and correct copy of a screenshot of a post the RCEA made on Twitter on July 6, 

2023. 

24. Attached as Exhibit CCC to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true 

and correct copy of a screenshot of a post the RCEA made on Twitter on July 6, 

2023. 

25. Attached as Exhibit DDD to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true 

and correct copy of a screenshot of a post the RCEA made on Twitter on July 8, 

2023. 

26. Attached as Exhibit EEE to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true 

and correct copy of a screenshot of posts the RCEA made on Twitter on July 9, 

2023.  I saved this screenshot in the morning on July 10, 2023. 

27. Attached as Exhibit FFF to the above-referenced First Supplement is a true 

and correct copy of screenshots of three instances where the RCEA has posted 

content on Twitter either for or against candidates.  I saved these screenshots on 

July 7 and 9, 2023. 
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Complaint alleges opponents
of Alaska’s ranked choice
voting formed church to skirt
disclosure laws
By Iris Samuels

Updated: 44 minutes ago

Published: 13 hours ago

Alaskans For Honest Elections held a ballot initiative petition signing, to reject ranked choice

voting in Alaska elections, at a South Anchorage church on Feb. 16, 2023. (Bill Roth / ADN)

The group that championed Alaska’s ranked-choice voting reform on

Wednesday filed a complaint against several individuals and entities that are

leading an effort to repeal Alaska’s new election laws, alleging that they

violated multiple campaign finance rules and obscured the source of their
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funding in the process.

The complaint alleges that opponents of ranked-choice voting founded a

church called the Ranked Choice Education Association that could have

allowed donors to gain tax advantages for their contributions while skirting

disclosure requirements. Those requirements apply to any group working to

promote the ongoing effort to repeal Alaska’s ranked-choice voting and open

primaries through a ballot measure. The Ranked Choice Education

Association appeared to engage in “the laundering of contributions” for

Alaskans for Honest Elections, the anti-ranked choice voting ballot group, the

complaint alleges.

The complaint was filed by Alaskans for Better Elections — which spent

millions of dollars in 2020 advocating for the adoption of ranked-choice

voting and open primaries by ballot measure — with the Alaska Public Offices

Commission, a government watchdog organization responsible for enforcing

the state’s campaign-finance laws.

Art Mathias, president of the Ranked Choice Education Association and the

director of Alaskans for Honest Elections, said when reached by phone

Wednesday that the complaint is “just politics and lies” but declined to

answer specific questions about the allegations in the complaint. Phillip Izon,
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another leader of the ballot measure group, said many of the allegations in

the complaint were the result of misunderstandings of the rules on his part,

which he was willing to address if asked by the Public Offices Commission.

Alaskans for Honest Elections formed shortly after the 2022 election to

advocate for repealing ranked-choice voting and open primaries, which were

first implemented in Alaska that year. While the group claimed to be

nonpartisan, Republican former Gov. Sarah Palin, who lost a congressional

bid that year, spoke at their first event in November 2022, and leaders of the

group — all of whom are registered Republicans — have claimed that Alaska’s

new election laws disadvantage Republican candidates.

In a February event held at Wellspring Ministries in Anchorage, a religious

organization also implicated in the complaint, Mathias repeatedly told

attendees that he had contributed $100,000 to the ballot measure group

seeking to overturn ranked choice voting.

“I challenge you to match what I put in. Cash. I put 100 grand in this of my

own money. I want to challenge a bunch of you to do the same thing,” Mathias

had told attendees at one of the group’s first signature gathering events.
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But in a mandatory disclosure to the Alaska Public Offices Commission in

April, there is no reported contribution from Mathias. Instead, other filings

indicate that Mathias funneled money to the ballot group through the

Ranked Choice Education Association, which incorporated as a church in

Washington state in December of last year “to promote Christian doctrines,”

“evangelize worldwide,” and “support missionary activities.”
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The Ranked Choice Education Association website contains information

about ranked choice voting and states the group is “working to educate about

elections and government.” The website contains no mention of religious

activity.

Asked why the group was incorporated as a church, Mathias said Wednesday

“that statement isn’t correct” but refused to elaborate.

The complaint alleges that the group’s church status would allow its donors

to “falsely obtain tax deductions.” Asked if the group was created as a church

in order for donors to gain tax benefits, Mathias did not answer but said the

filers of the complaint “don’t even know what they’re talking about.”

The Ranked Choice Education Association, according to one APOC filing, has

contributed $90,000 to Alaskans for Honest Elections, which came directly

from Art Mathias. Asked if any of the funds he had contributed to the Ranked

Choice Education Association had gone to causes other than Alaska’s ballot

initiative, Mathias said “that’s none of your business.”

Mathias said it was his “personal choice” not to contribute directly to the

ballot measure group, and instead to contribute to the Ranked Choice

Education Association.
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“We work in many states, that’s why I chose to do it that way,” Mathias said.

“The Ranked Choice Education Association isn’t subject to APOC. We don’t

do anything in Alaska except education.”

Izon said part of the money donated to the Ranked Choice Education

Association had been set aside in an Alaska-specific account but he declined

to comment on whether Mathias had requested his contribution be

earmarked for the Alaska ballot group. Izon went on to say that Mathias had

contributed a large donation in a lump sum in December, which was then

transferred to the ballot group in several smaller payments over a period of

months to meet the group’s needs.

Mathias claimed that the education association has helped Montana and

Idaho pass bans on ranked-choice voting, and has also been active in Missouri

and Arizona. The group’s website was previously focused on Alaska but was

changed in recent months to apply more broadly to other states, the

complaint alleges. Izon said he is in the process of completing work on a book

he is writing about ranked-choice voting, which he plans to distribute across

the country through the association.

The Ranked Choice Education Association is the primary contributor to

Alaskans for Honest Elections, the ballot group seeking to overturn Alaska’s

ranked-choice voting and open primaries system. According to Alaskans for

Honest Elections’ April APOC report, the group had received a total of just

over $90,000 as of April. Of that, nearly $80,000 came from the Ranked

Choice Education Association. Less than $12,000 had come from other

individual contributors.

Of the contributions to the ballot group, $2,358 came in a cash contribution

from the Ranked Choice Education Association, far above the maximum $100

cash donation allowed. Izon said that was a mistake and that he was willing to

refund the donation if required to do so by the commission.

Asked about the relatively paltry number of individual contributions, Izon

said he doesn’t expect the ballot initiative to require significant spending.

The largest contribution reported by the ballot group was a non-monetary
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donation from Izon, chair of the group, who reported an in-kind donation of

$200,000 in “management costs” in January 2023 for a two-week period. The

complaint calls the assertion that Izon’s time is worth that much “fantastical”

and “absurd on its face.” Izon said Wednesday that amount is meant to cover

the value of his time and work through the 2024 election — a two-year

period.

All of the money reportedly spent so far by the ballot group has gone to

Leading Light Advisors, a marketing agency owned by Izon’s wife, Diamond

Metzner.

The complaint alleges that the Ranked Choice Education Association is

illegally acting as an unregistered ballot measure group, and must register

with the Alaska Public Offices Commission, meaning it would have to disclose

the identity of its donors in greater detail.

The complaint also alleges that another group, Alaskans for Honest

Government, is acting as an unregistered ballot group in support of the same

cause as Alaskans for Honest Elections. The website for Alaskans for Honest

Government advocates for the repeal of ranked-choice voting and directly

links to the Alaskans for Honest Elections website, but Mathias claimed the

groups are separate and that the “Honest Government” group is not directly

working on the ballot initiative.

“Is it illegal to have a link? APOC says we’re fine,” said Mathias.
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deleted.” He also said that Alaskans for Honest Government is not acting as a

separate ballot group because no money has been spent on it.

The complaint names Mathias, Izon, Alaskans for Honest Elections, Alaskans

for Honest Government, the Ranked Choice Education Association and

Wellspring Ministries as respondents. The Alaska Public Offices Commission

is expected to determine by the end of the week whether to formally take up

the complaint. If it does, the agency will have a month to conduct an

independent investigation of the allegations and determine next steps.

Outside of his work to repeal Alaska’s voting reform, Mathias is an insurance

agent and minister who has written several books and advocated for right-

wing causes. Izon previously owned a marijuana business, and now owns

Swarm Intel, a business that “develops and deploys artificial intelligence

solutions,” according to its website.

Alaskans for Honest Elections is in the midst of gathering signatures in an

effort to put the question on the 2024 ballot of whether to repeal ranked

choice voting and open primaries in Alaska. The group must gather 26,000

signatures representing three-quarters of state House districts in order for

the question to be placed on the 2024 ballot. Izon said the group is on track

to complete the task by August, and estimated that they had so far gathered

more than 20,000 signatures as of Wednesday.

Critics of Alaskans for Better Elections, the group that advocated for the

adoption of ranked-choice voting and open primaries in Alaska, say that the

group’s funding came primarily from out-of-state groups, including Unite

America and FairVote Action Fund, which advocate for voting reform

nationwide and are funded by deep-pocketed individuals from outside

Alaska. In contrast, Izon and Mathias have said they intend to focus on raising

grassroots funds within Alaska for their repeal effort and relying largely on

volunteers from across the state.

In February, leaders of the ballot group said Michael Alfaro was working as

their “national fundraiser” and had helped secure $500,000 in contributions

for the ballot group, including $100,000 from the conservative Heritage

Foundation, but no such contributions appeared on the group’s quarterly
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report in April. Mathias said Wednesday that the Heritage Foundation

contribution had not materialized. Alfaro said by phone that he was no longer

working with the ballot group.

The complaint was filed on behalf of Alaskans for Better Elections by

Anchorage attorney Scott Kendall, one of the primary architects of Alaska’s

new voting laws. Kendall said Wednesday that “it was clear from the outset”

that the individuals seeking to repeal ranked-choice voting “were having

trouble complying with campaign finance law” because they had not filed

expenditure reports, which are required to be submitted within 10 days of

making an expense, despite obvious campaign activity, and because the

Alaska Public Offices Commission had twice fined Alaskans for Honest

Elections for compliance violations.

Izon said Wednesday he had not yet paid the fines issued to him by the

commission but intended to do so.
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Kendall said that when he saw the reported in-kind $200,000 contribution

from Izon, he “knew at that point that their books were cooked.”

Mathias called the complaint “a political attack.”

“We’ve been in extensive contact with APOC over the last several months.

We’ve addressed all of those concerns that they are raising with APOC. At

this point, it’s nothing more than hardball politics,” said Mathias, adding that

he expected Alaskans for Better Elections to attempt to stymy their efforts.

“They will file more complaints. They will file lawsuits. They will do anything
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they can to shoot the messenger,” said Mathias.

Kendall said it is “logical” for political opponents to file campaign finance

violation complaints against each other. What’s missing from Mathias’

response, he said, is a defense of their specific actions that would indicate

they are not attempting to hide the identity of the financiers of their ballot

initiative.

• • •
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