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Everything You Need to Know for Election Day!

Anchorage – Election Day is November 8, 2022. The State of Alaska Division of Elections
website has resources available to assist voters.

Tuesday’s election will be a poll-based election. Due to redistricting, many House and Senate
Districts, as well as polling locations, have changed. Registered voters should have received
an updated voting card this summer, informing them of their House and Senate Districts as
well as their precinct number.

There are two other ways that voters can look up their polling location: by entering their
entire address, including city and state, into this interactive map or entering their full name
and city into“My Voter Information.”

Polling locations are open from 7am until 8pm. Voters will need to bring a
government-issued ID, such as a Voter ID, driver’s license, state ID, military ID, passport,
hunting or fishing license, or other current or valid photo ID.  Additionally, Regional Offices
are open for voting from 7am-8pm on Election Day, with ballots for all 40 districts available.

On one side of the ballot (see below), you will find the races for United States Senator, United
States Representative, Governor/Lt. Governor, State Senate, and State Representative. These
races all use Ranked Choice Voting (RCV).

https://www.elections.alaska.gov/Core/votingatthepollsonelectionday.php
https://www.elections.alaska.gov/Core/generalelectioninformation.php
https://www.elections.alaska.gov/Core/generalelectioninformation.php
https://www.elections.alaska.gov/doc/voter-id-post.pdf
https://akelections.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=579890d66c7e40ae9f7cc227d76669b1
https://myvoterinformation.alaska.gov/
https://www.elections.alaska.gov/Core/votingatthepollsonelectionday.php
https://www.elections.alaska.gov/Core/contactusandsitemap.php
https://www.elections.alaska.gov/avo/


On the other side of the ballot (see below) are two separate issues not impacted by RCV that
are decided by “yes” or “no” votes.  First,  Ballot Measure No. 1. Constitutional Convention
Question asks the question, “Shall there be a constitutional convention? While judges are
initially appointed, the Alaska Constitution and state law require voters to periodically vote
on whether the judge stays on the bench (referred to as “judicial retention elections”). A
“yes” vote retains the judge.

Sample ballots are available online and will also be available at polling locations. Sample
ballots provide voters with the opportunity to familiarize themselves with the races on both
sides of the ballot.

For the RCV races, voters are reminded to fill in no more than one oval for each candidate or
columns demonstrated below. For the voter’s 1st choice, fill in the oval in the 1st choice
column. For the voter’s 2nd choice, fill in the oval in the 2nd choice column, and so on. The
voter's 2nd choice is only counted if their first choice is eliminated. An explainer of how to fill
out the ballot and how votes are counted can be found here and here.

https://www.elections.alaska.gov/Core/sampleballots_2022general.php
https://www.elections.alaska.gov/RCV.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NpBZVuH1OzQ&t=6s


Voters can rank as many candidates as they like – but the more a voter ranks, the more voice
they have in their representation.  Ranked Choice Voting allows voters to express their
opinion on every candidate standing for election.

Absentee ballots must be postmarked by election day in order to be counted.  At this point,
voters should take their ballots directly to the post office and ask a postal worker to hand
cancel the stamp to ensure that it meets postmark requirements. Voters can also take their
ballot envelope directly to Early Voting locations, Regional Offices, or Polling Places on
Election Day.

On Election night, the Division of Elections will only release the 1st-choice results for the
Ranked Choice General Election. Additional results will be released on day 7 (November 15),
day 10 (November 18), and day 15 (November 23) with updated absentee, early and
questioned ballots counts.



Unofficial results prior to November 23 will only include 1st choices.

If media outlets are reporting results during this period, they should make it abundantly
clear that only 1st-choice results are available and use cautious language when describing
the outcome. It is helpful for the public to understand that we have "preliminary 1st-choice
results only" while we await tabulation. Similarly, the candidate with the most 1st-choice
votes may be “ahead” as we await tabulation, but they do not win unless they clearly earn a
majority.

Additional rounds will not be released until all votes have been received from rural, military,
and college students. Additionally, overseas voters have up to 15 days after Election Day to
return their ballot, but the ballot return envelope must be postmarked by Election Day. (AS
15.20.081(e)). Once these ballots have been received and determined to be eligible, they will
be included with the unofficial results. Then the Division of Elections will identify the races
where no candidate received 50%+1 of the vote, and those will move to tabulation.

KTOO will provide live Gavel Alaska special coverage of RCV tabulation on November 23
starting at 4pm Alaska Time. It will be broadcast live on KTOO 360TV (available via
broadcast, cable, satellite, ARCS tv services across AK, and can be streamed live on
http://ktoo.org/tv

The video will be available after the event for on-demand viewing in the Gavel Alaska online
archive at http://ktoo.org/gavel All the ways to watch are available online at
http://ktoo.org/tv. Coverage will be made available to other media organizations.

###

https://t.co/pzAERDiTBm
http://ktoo.org/tv
https://t.co/1S0uxJLKt4
https://t.co/pzAERDiTBm
https://t.co/pzAERDiTBm

